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of seeing you again is the only thing that is keeping me
alive". My father's love and devotion to Mrs. Besant
were something unique.

LOYAL7Y TO FRIENDS

Mrs. Besant always inspired the deepest affection for
herself in those who associated with her. She introduced
us to the name of her old and famous colleague, Charles
Bradlaugh,107 fairly early in my life. 1 remember to have
read two volumes on Charles Bradlaugh by his daughter^
Mrs. Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner1113, when I could not have
been more than 13 or 14 years of age. I do not know
where those volumes are, but I remember being surprised
that Mrs. Bonner had given only one chapter to Mrs. Besant.
She has described the great affection that existed between
her father and Mrs. Besant, and she has even gone on to say
that the love was so great that if they had been free they
certainly would have married. Personally, I think Mrs. Besant
was the one person who was capable of the deepest of
affections without any thought of sex ; and she was a woman
of such remarkable courage that when she was working
with colleagues she did not care what the world thought of
her personal attachment to those colleagues and her ab-
solute abandon to the Cause for which they were working
together.

Mrs. Besant's fidelity to her friends was also of a very
high order. She would neither say any evil word about
them nor hear even the friendliest of criticisms of them.
She would herself speak words of high praise of her colleagues